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SUBJECT:     "The  Spirit  of  '76"  ...  Information  from  the  Office  of  Supply,  Commodity 
Credit  Corporation,  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture. 
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Back  in  1776,  the  American  nation  declared  the  pursuit  of  happiness  to  "be 
one  of  the  rights  of  all  men.    What  constitutes  happiness  has  naturally  varied  in 
times  since  then  depending  upon  what  people  had... and  upon  circumstances. 

One  of  the  things,  however,  which  has  always  helped  form  the  definition  of 
happiness  is  an  abundance  of  good  food.    America  has  had  to  study  the  food  problem 
carefully  in  her  years  of  existence ...  sometimes  it  was  too  much  food... at  other 
times  too  little. 

Then  there  has  "been  the  question  of  food  prices... and  distribution.    The  food 
problem  has  sometimes  "been  a  threat  to  happiness  during  the  course  of  America's 
existence. 

But  the  nation  has  always  studied  this  problem  carefully. . .and  has  always 
found  an  answer.    One  recent  achievement  has  "been  the  school  lunch  program. . .which 
ha3  been  an  important  factor  in  the  happiness  of  millions  of  children. 

From  July  l^hk  to  July  19^5 .par tic ipation  in  federally-assisted  school 
lunch  programs  reached  a  new  high.    In  March  19^5... six  and  one-half  million 
children  living  in  every  State,  in  Alaska,  Hawaii,  Puerto  Rico,  and  the  Virgin 
Islands  were  receiving  lunches  partially  financed  through  Federal  assistance. . .or 
food  supplied  "by  the  Department  of  Agriculture. 
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Fundamentally  the  aim  of  every  lunch  is  the  same... to  offer  at  the  least 
possible  cost  an  adequate  and  satisfying  meal.    But  methods  of  presenting  the  food 
differ  in  every  community. 
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In  Hawaii  the  children  add  the  charm  of  their  island  to  the  meal  in  some 
places  "by  decorating  the  table  with  Hawaiian  flowers.    In  some  places  doilies  are 
woven  from  leaves  of  the  native  hala  tree... or  attractive  table  sets  are  made  of 
bleached  flour  or  cement  sacks. 

In  addition  to  the  main  meal,  milk  plays  an  important  part  in  the  food 
service  in  Hawaii.    In  all  elementary  schools  a  special  period  is  scheduled  for  a 
glass  of  milk  and  a  graham  cracker,  cookie,  banana,  or  some  other  food. 

Another  service  is  vegetable  soup  which  costs  a  penny.    This  is  served  before 
school,  as  a  midmorning  or  afternoon  meal,  and  as  a  supplement  to  cold  lunches 
from  home. 

These  are  just  a  few  of  the  achievements  of  the  school  lunch  program  in 
Hawaii.. .any  other  American  community  that  takes  advantage  of  this  program  has 
similar  stories  of  food  which  brings  happiness  into  the  lives  of  millions  of 
children. 
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